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The next Meeting of the North Middlesex Referees’ Society will take place at
Holtwhites Sports and Social Club, Kirkland Drive, Enfield, Middlesex at 7.45
pm on Thursday the 19" January 2012 when the guest speaker will be Steve
Stewart — FA Level 4 Tutor; a Group Tutor and Keynote Speaker who will be

taking a training evening.
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The Adventures of Willy ‘The Whistler’ Woodwork

The festive Christmas Edition —Good will to all!

Oh for the joys of winter when we are standing in a changing room and it’s warmer outside than

inside!

The showers haven’t worked since 1933 and only cold water is available.

ground soil heating at Hackney Marshes!

If only they had under

So this being the festive season my contribution is in verse.....well what do you expect William

Shakespeare!

Here is my little ditty, I hope you enjoy it...................

‘Ode to a football referee’

To be honest I would have preferred to stay in bed
But I knew I had to go to football instead

1 didn’t want to walk around in two foot of snow

But I ate my prunes and porridge and it was go, go go

I arrived at the ground in very good time

And the pitch inspection it was looking fine

A little bit of mud and occasional snow

I decided I would do my best to make the game flow

I checked my watch and blew my whistle to start
I was all prepared and ready to play my part

To apply the laws correctly and to be firm

To give good clear signals to confirm................

That players accept my decision and are mellow

If they show dissent they will see yellow

To disagree and shout at my head

The next colour they would see would clearly be red

I looked around and at the sky above

I suddenly realized I had forgotten my gloves

But I was wearing thermal long johns I must confide
So DI’ll keep my hands there, a bit warmer inside

A few minutes more and the temperature dived
1 felt like a dream that it was all contrived

The sky opened up to an abundance of snow

1 felt as if I was losing control

But the player’s safety to a referee is paramount
And all I could see was the snow falling about
I had done my bit with the safety check complete
And after all it was soft under the players’ feet



The conditions I must say to be fair were cold
And the whistle in my hand was difficult to hold
The assistant waved his flag like a wizard

But by now we were playing in a blizzard

Both teams struggled and the game was going nowhere
I was doing my best to encourage being fair

But the players found it hard to concentrate

For the conditions they did their best to compensate

We continued and on the hour I caught a fright
I was so cold I thought I had frost bite
I couldn’t feel either my feet or hands
At least the players I thought would understand

Then suddenly I became inspired

I had this idea which I knew I would be admired
Let’s go to the pub let’s all have a drink

D’m sure all you players will agree I think

So we told the league that the match ended 1-1

All the players agreed because the pub was more fun

No one ever found out and that was handy

You should have seen my face when I tasted that brandy!

| hope that you have all enjoyed my poem and | would like to think you have also been enlightened
by my monthly contribution to the magazine.

If you listen to my advice maybe one day you could be one of my assistants on the Sunday Park
League — Division Three North.

| take this opportunity to wish you all a merry x-mas and happy new year.

Make sure not too much x-mas pudding and stay away from the Brussels sprouts!

> ==

Regards

Willy ‘The Whistler’ Woodwork
Willy Woodwork




Part Two of the Lawrie Sanchez interview — WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
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Could you use this space for an article, a comment, or an advert?

If so the Editor and the Council would be delighted to hear from you.
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The Adventures of Willy ‘The Whistler’ Woodwork

Part 14 —The fashion show!

# $ 1% &'(
) - v, A Y
/ o 111 0 2

The Marshes are spread over a massive space with over one hundred football pitches marked out
and situated side by side with not more than a yard between them. It is easy to lose count how
many times the ball from the neighbouring pitch finds itself on yours. If however the two balls
are in different halves then there is no problem but if the two balls are both in close proximity it is
best to blow your whistle and restart with a drop ball.

This must have happened on at least five occasions before Reds Rovers thought that they had
come up with a cunning plan. As Casuals attacked the Rovers goal there were suddenly two balls
in close proximity so I of course blew my whistle and restarted play with a drop ball. The very
next Casuals attack resulted with the same action but this time the Casuals captain had noticed
on both occasions that one of the Rovers substitutes had ‘mistakenly’ kicked the ball onto the
pitch. I cautioned the substitute for ‘unsporting behaviour’ even though he thought I was being
very harsh ‘to be booked just for kicking the ball about’. Needless to say this did not occur again.

The weather then seemed to take a turn for the worse and what up to now had been an evenly
contested match had now became completely one sided. No matter what Rovers did as they
attempted to attack the Cockfosters Casuals goal, the ball appeared to have a mind of its own and
seemed to stop at an imaginary wall on the half way line. The Rovers players asked if the match
could be stopped until the wind died down plus they also complained that their opponents had an
advantage because of this.

I thought about their comments but felt if the weather had been a glorious sunny day would 1
stop the game if players facing one way had the sun shining in their eyes. No I would not. The
pitch was safe and the present conditions were in my opinion not dangerous. I told Rovers we
would continue.

On the very next stoppage one of the Rovers players asked for my permission to leave the field of
play. This was quickly followed by another request then another and then another. Within
seconds every Rovers player was off the pitch and they proceeded to put on a mixture of clothing.
It looked more like a fashion show as gloves, scarves and woolly hat were put on. I could see the
funny side of this but I had to do what was correct in law. I know players can wear these items
but just with the under garments having to be the same colour as to what they are wearing on top
1 knew the items they were now wearing also had to be the same colour.

1 told them “Sorry but you cannot wear those items unless they are the same as what you are
wearing now”. The captain answered “Ref we play in an all sky blue kit. Do you honestly think
that any of my players go around wearing sky blue woolly hats and gloves?” “They would if they
were Coventry City supporters” I answered. I almost guessed his answer “But this is Hackney
not the midlands! I suppose he had a point. But I stuck by my decision as I knew that I was
correct but Rovers were not happy. One of their players said “It’s alright for you Ref with your
black baseball cap and gloves”. “That’s the whole point” I said, “It shows I made the effort the
make sure the colours are all the same”. If it is wet and windy would you not wear hat and
gloves?



The sensible solution was to compromise and the players made sure the scarves were worn under
their shirts. After all if I cannot see it then I cannot take any action.

By now the gale force wind seemed to be turning into a hurricane but I continued with the game.
I suddenly realised that at this time about five yards of the touch line had washed away from all
the rain and simply disappeared. By an amazing coincidence there was a grounds man walking
behind the goal. He listened to my request to white line the missing markings but with a smile on
his face informed me he had just been lining the netball area and that was in yellow. “Makes no
difference to me. As long as the linings are clear the colour is immaterial.” Within two minutes
he had painted the touch line in yellow and we continued the match. As we all know there is
nothing in the laws of the game that state the lines must be painted white so all was well.

Casuals asked if a substitution could be made and I walked towards the half way line where the
substitute would be entering the field of play. I looked around for the player and he had already
run onto the pitch and was near the goal. I waved to summon him to come over to me. He
shouted his name but I still needed to check his boots and the jewellery. The captain said that 1
had already done the check prior to the match starting but I insisted the player come over to me so
the substitution could be conducted in a proper fashion. The player slowly walked over to me
“What’s the problem? You’ve already checked my boots, I took my ring off and I’ve already told
you my name twice”. “That may well be the case but it is my duty to check all these things for the
players safety and on that matter you cannot play if you wear those track suit bottoms”. He
looked at me in amazement and said “What’s the problem, its freezing cold and both of the goal
keepers are wearing track suit bottoms”. I explained only the goal keepers are permitted to wear
those items. The player continued “I understand that but the goal keepers can leave the penalty
area and maybe come up field for a corner and you won’t be asking them to remove their track
suit bottoms then will you?” That was a great answer and it seemed to make sense so I allowed
him to play in the track suit bottoms which happened to be the same colour as his shirt.

I am sure that you would have done the same. A little bit of ‘Law 18 — the common sense law’
would surely apply here.

Let’s hope the weather improves for the next instalment.

See you all soon,

Regards,

Willy Wooadwork

Willy ‘The Whistler’ Woodwork
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Do you use the various methods of signals at your command correctly, or are you
the famous railway guard that everyone talks of?

There are three forms of signals at your disposal and all, or combinations of them,
should be used clearly, visibly and authoritatively. They are the whistle, hand and
voice.

The whistle, it goes without saying, should be the loudest you can purchase. This is
your 'voice' for stopping play amongst other uses and a feeble peep will not
enhance your authority. Whenever the whistle is used it should be clearly heard to
the far corners of the field of play. Almost your first command will be the calling
of the captains together. From that early whistle, the players, assessor and
spectators will know what sort of referee is on show today. The whistle should be
used as little as possible, to start and stop the two halves of play and then only to
stop play because of an infringement. Then and only then should the strength of the
whistle reflect the severity of the offence.

Hand signals always seem to be the more difficult to use. They are either not used,
over used or just over demonstrative. The arm or arms should be straight and
decisive.

The indirect signal should be raised when the kick is taken with the arm straight
and hand clearly facing most of the players, dropped only when the ball has been
played by the second player or gone out of play.

Try not to walk around with it raised for ages, whilst the players prepare, but get
the play going again quickly.

Try not to indicate the exact blade of grass where the ball must be placed and the
direction it is to go. Semaphore is not part of the game.

Unless there is uncertainty as to whose throw-in it is, then a diagonally raised
straight arm is needed. There is little need otherwise to indicate.

The "advantage' is one of those combinations where voice and hand play an
important part. It is essential that rightly or wrongly, all, including the assessor and
spectators know that you are allowing play to continue although you may have
seen an infringement.

The LOAF shows the correct hand signal, but not all will see it and dissent will be
heard. A good strong word of authority, like 'Play on advantage', informs everyone
of your decision.

The voice, most of us have been given a strong voice. When used it should be
authoritative and used for stoppages, such as a throw in, corner kick, goal kick and
restarts. But, don’t forget a word of cheer, encouragement, comfort or even
congratulations are all useful in your control of the match.

Even when having to discipline players, the quiet voice of authority, shows to
everyone that you have the situation in control.

Do you really need to blow your whistle for restarts?
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North Middlesex Referees Society - One Hundred Club Membership
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The Vennearce Report
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MONTHLY MEETINGS
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The venue is passed by Bus Route W9 and Bus Route 191 stops just a short distance away - direct
from Enfield Town, and Enfield Town; Enfield Chase; and Gordon Hill Rail Stations are only a short
distance away. For fuller directions and how to get to the venue, see our website. See also
www.tfl.gov.uk; www.nationalexpresseastanglia.com; and www.firstcapitalconnect.co.uk.

If anybody has difficulty reaching the venue, and would like assistance, please contact one
of the Society Officers — whose details are on the inside front cover.
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